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of the Spirit," they can have no sufficient evidence
that they have received that"" Spirit of Christ,"
C6 without which they are none of his." But where,
on the whole, our unwillingness to pass an unfavour-
able judgment may lead us to indulge a hope, that
" the root of the matter is found in them;" yet
we must at least declare to them, that instead of
adorning the doctrine of Christ, they disparage and
discredit it. The world sees not their secret humili-
ation, nor the exercises of their closets; but it is
acute in discerning practical weaknesses; and if it
observe that they have the same eagerness in the
pursuit of wealth or ambition, the same vain taste
for ostentation and display, the same ungoverned
tempers, which are found in the generality of man-
kind ; it will treat with contempt their pretences to
superior sanctity and indifference to worldly things,
and will be hardened in its prejudices against
the only mode which God has provided for our es-
caping the wrath to come, and obtaining eternal
happiness.
Let him, then, who would be indeed a Christian,
watch over his ways and over his heart with un-
ceasing circumspection. Let him endeavour to
learn, both from men and books, particularly from
the lives of eminent Christians2, what methods
2 It may not be amiss to mention a few useful publications of this
sort. Walton's Lives, particularly the last edition by Mr. Zouch ;
Gilpin's Lives ; the Lives of Bishop Bedel and Bishop Bull; of
Archbishop Usher; Fell's Life of Hammond ; Archdeacon Hamil-
ton's Life of Mr. Bonnel, Accomptant General of Ireland, recom-
mended by the Archbishop of Dublin, the Bishops of Meath, Derry,
Limerick, Clogher, and Downe ; some extracts from Burnet, of the
Life of the incomparable Leighton, prefixed to a volume of the lat-
ter's Sermons; Passages of the Life of Lord Rochester, by Burnet;
the Life of Sir Matthew Hale; of the excellent Doddridge, by
Orton ; of Henry, father and son ; of Mather; of Halyburtou ;
Hanson's and Whitehead's Life of Wesley; Life of Baxter, by
himself; the Life of the Her. Thomas Scott, lately published by his

